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 Nicole Bisconer, 32, said she 
loves driving and being in a car. 
So much, in fact, that she decid-
ed to start DRVN 101 Driving 
School in March of 2006.
 “I was already a licensed 
drive instructor and I just de-
cided this was what I wanted to 
do,” Bisconer said. “The kids 
come in excited because they 
are going to learn how to drive. 
It’s great to have a job where 
people are excited to see you 
everyday.”
 Bisconer, a Brush Prairie/
Orchards area resident, attended 
Battle Ground High School and 
graduated from Summit View 
High School. She said she at-
tended Portland Community 
College and obtained at two-
year Business Management de-
gree. Bisconer said she had con-
sidered transferring because she 
wanted to learn more about be-
ing an entrepreneur and starting 
her own business, but she said 
nothing in the advanced degree 
curriculum was about starting a 
business. 
 Aside from reading any and 
every book she can find about 
driver’s education and teaching 
driver’s education, Bisconer also 
continues her business educa-
tion by reading self-help books 
about people who run their own 
businesses and any other busi-
ness knowledge she can find. 
 Bisconer, who is now the 
vice president of the area for 
the Professional Driving School 
Association, recently received a 
Business Excellence Leadership 
award from the Clark County 
Target Zero traffic safety task 
force, through the Vancouver 
Police Department. 
 The task force’s goal is to re-
duce fatalities and serious inju-
ries caused by impaired drivers 
to zero by 2030.
 A second award, this one 
from the Vancouver Business 
Journal, was also awarded to 
Bisconer because of her work 

with DRVN 101. She said this 
award was more of an accom-
plished and under 40 award that 
looked at business growth with-
in the last five years. 
 “I wouldn’t have gotten 
these awards if it wasn’t for 
DRVN 101,” Bisconer said. “If 
it weren’t for the people at the 
driving school and all the par-
ents practicing with their kids, 
together we all made this busi-
ness great.”
 Besides instructing at the 
driving school, Bisconer said 
she tries to have DRVN 101 par-
ticipate in safety fairs. She said 
they have a video they typically 
like to show at the safety fairs 
that describes how to avoid an 

accident and what to do if one is 
inevitable. She said they also try 
to be involved in the Every 15 
Minutes program, which aims 
to display the tragedies of drunk 
driving.
 Bisconer said DRVN 101 has 
a pair of beer goggles that they 
have students wear sometimes 
and drive through some cones 
in order to show them how im-
paired their driving is when in-
toxicated. DRVN 101 also does 
a driver’s education class at 
Prairie High School and Battle 
Ground High School. Safety 
fairs DRVN 101 has participat-
ed in include events at Living 
Hope Church, Heritage High 
School football donation event, 

and at the Grease Monkey in 
Battle Ground.
 When she isn’t instructing 
new drivers, Bisconer is a wife 
to husband, Chad, and a moth-
er to her 2-year-old daughter, 
Chandler. In her spare time, 
Bisconer said she plays in pool 
tournaments. She said she goes 
to a tournament in Las Vegas 
once a year and to tournaments 
in Lincoln City that are held 
twice a year. 
 “We had a pool table at my 
house when I was a kid and my 
dad really got me into it,” she 
said. “He passed away when I 

was 21 and it was kind of my 
way to deal with his death. I 
would go and play pool and 
practice for hours.”
 In 2006 and 2007, Bisconer 
said she won tournaments in 
Lincoln City in the team events. 
Bisconer placed fi fth in a Se-
attle pool tournament, and said 
she usually ranks somewhere 
in the top five in the individual 
competition. Bisconer said she 
just enjoys the fun of playing 
pool and meeting all kinds of 
new people.
 “I usually do well enough to 
pay for my trip,” Bisconer said. 
“It’s just fun to see how I rank.”
 DRVN 101 is located at 
11701 NE 95th St., Suite D, Van-
couver. Bisconer can be reached 
there at (360) 892-6988.
  Bisconer wished to express 
her sincere acclamation of her 
success to WSU’s Small Busi-
ness Development Center and 
its director Janet Harte.
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 When you sit down with 
Barb Blystone, it is difficult 
to get her to talk about herself. 
She is happy to tell you about 
her family, her community 
and her boutique, The Danc-
ing Rabbit, but doesn’t like to 
turn the spotlight on herself.
 Raised in Downtown Van-
couver, her grandfather owned 
the first hardware store, Ben-
nett Hardware, located in the 
lower downtown area near 6th 
Street. “So there is a little bit 
of retail in my history,” says 
Blystone.
 Following high school, she 
moved to Bellingham, where 
she attended Western Wash-
ington University. After grad-
uating from college, she spent 
a short time in Alaska, then re-
turned to Vancouver, married 
and had two children.
 Three years after her daugh-
ter’s birth, Blystone divorced 
her first husband. Once her di-
vorce was final, she began to 
search for a smaller commu-
nity in which to raise her son, 
Conrad, and daughter, Lauren, 
who had been born with spe-
cial needs.
 “Ridgefield was just much 
smaller and the class sizes 
were much smaller and I 
just felt much more comfort-
able as far as a match for our 
needs,’’ Blystone said. “And it 
has turned out to be an amaz-
ing, amazing (decision). The 
community has just really em-
braced my family.”
 Six years after her divorce, 
Blystone met Joe Blystone. 
The two married. Together 
they have five children. “I 
have been married now for 10 
years, to a really wonderful, 
wonderful man who is incred-
ibly supportive of anything I 
do,” says Blystone. 
 A few years ago, on a vaca-
tion to Napa Valley in Califor-
nia, the Blystones purchased a 
six-foot tall found-art sculp-
ture named “The Dancing 
Rabbit.” “I thought it was just 
kind of fun and quirky and it 
might remind or allow people 
to remember the name of the 
store,” says Blystone. 
 With the statue and name 
of the store decided, Blystone 
opened The Dancing Rabbit in 
2004.
 “I really like the whole idea 
of owning your own business, 
but I also wanted something 
that she (daughter Lauren) 
could participate in,” Bly-
stone said. Her goals for Lau-
ren combined with Blystone’s 
deep affection for her commu-
nity are why she chose to own 
and operate the store in Ridge-
field.
 The original boutique was 
about 300 square feet in size, 
one-third of the location she 
was using for her business, 
and the remaining two-thirds 
of the building contained a 
circuit fitness business that 
Blystone also operated. As 
time went on, community par-
ticipation and support was so 
great for the retail business 

that it grew and replaced the 
fitness portion of the shop.
 After four years, Blystone 
decided to close the store. 
“We closed the store in April 
2008. I went into the back part 
of Farrell and Eddy’s store, 
in Ridgefield, from October 
to December that same year,” 
says Blystone. 
 In November 2010, Bly-
stone re-opened The Dancing 
Rabbit in the current location 
at 220 Pioneer Street. This is a 
temporary location until their 
new building is ready to open; 
Blystone and her husband are 
currently remodeling a home 
they purchased as a new loca-
tion for the store. 
 The community of Ridge-
field has proven more than 
supportive about the new lo-
cation, with community mem-
bers and leaders volunteering 
their time on weekends to help 
complete the home. “Everyone 
is just getting so anxious, we 
sort of had an original date but 
just like any remodel, it just 
keeps getting pushed back,” 
says Blystone.
 Today, very much a fam-
ily business, daughter Lauren 
helps out by pricing things and 
putting stickers on the bags. 
“She (Lauren) is able to par-
ticipate and she enjoys it. She 
loves seeing people and so-
cializing,” says Blystone. Her 
husband also enjoys working 
at the shop, stopping by most 
evenings to help close down 
for the night.
 Blystone admits that the 
best part of her job is defi-
nitely the people. “This com-
munity is just a lovely, lovely 
place to be,” says Blystone. 
She proudly explains that 
friendships are most often 
born out of her relationships 
with customers, vendors and 
other store owners. 
 When you visit The Danc-
ing Rabbit, you are seeing a 
reflection of its owner.
 “I love displaying, and the 
buying; it is sort of like a puz-
zle of how you are going to 
put things together so that they 
make sense,” says Blystone. 
 When the Dancing Rabbit 
changes locations, it will also 
be changing its name.
 “The new store will be 
called The Mercantile; it is 
going to have a broader vari-
ety of things,” says Blystone. 
“I would like to continue to 
grow with the next building. 
So I will have more specialty 
and gourmet foods and I will 
also have a small section of 
gluten free and organic foods. 
I don’t want to compete with 
existing stores; I just want to 
be able to offer something that 
no one else in the community 
is offering.” 
 In addition to owning and 
operating the boutique, Bly-
stone enjoys gardening, which 
provides her another way to 
combine her family and com-
munity. “We have had a sort of 
small community garden out 
at our house for the last couple 
summers and that was really 
fun,” says Blystone.

DRVN 101 owner earns awards for business    

It’s great to have a 
job where people 
are excited to see 

you everyday.”
~Nicole Bisconer

 NICOLE BISCONER, owner of DRVN 101, said the fact that 
she enjoys driving in cars so much is one of the reasons 
she decided to open up her own driving school.
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